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destroy the “newborn king” (Matt
2:16-18); and, a fiery prophet warns
of the coming wrath of God against
the wealthy, the powerful and selfsatisfied who refuse to repent (Matt
3:7-13).
This Christmas, as we come to
kneel before the crib in our churches,
let us remember that the shadow of

We Respond ...

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will
come to save the nations, and the Lord
will make the glory of his voice heard in
the joy of your heart.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 71)
ANTIPHON: Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.
RESPONSE (R): Justice shall flourish in his
time, and fullness of peace for ever.
LECTOR: O God, give your judgement to
the king, to a king’s son your justice, that
he may judge your people in justice and
your poor in right judgement. R.
LECTOR: In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails: He shall rule
from sea to sea, from the Great River to
earth’s bounds. R.
LECTOR: For he shall save the poor when
they cry and the needy who are helpless.

the cross looms large over the little
stable by the altar. And amid the
strains of jaunty carols and festive
well-wishes, may we also hear the
words of John the Baptist calling us
to “produce good fruit as evidence of
repentance” (Matt 3:8).
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He will have pity on the weak and save
the lives of the poor. R.
LECTOR: May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun. Every tribe shall
be blessed in him, all nations bless his
name. R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia,
alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths: all people shall
see the salvation of God. Alleluia!
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a
hymn) Jerusalem, arise and stand upon
the heights, and behold the joy which
comes to you from God.
TODAY’S READINGS Isaiah 11:1-10;
Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12
NEXT WEEK (3rd Sunday of Advent,Year
A) Isaiah 35:1-6, 10; Ps 145; James 5:7-10;
Matthew 11:2-11

Win an iPad Mini
Enter our draw to have a chance to win an iPad mini. All you need to do is tell us in 25 words
or less what Christmas means to you and your family. It’s that easy. Go to Majellan.media/
christmascomp for Terms and Conditions and to enter or
write to us at Majellan Publications PO Box 43 Brighton
Victoria 3186. Please include with your entry, your name,
address and email. Competition ends on December 31, 2019.
Real Meaning of Christmas
The Majellan Christmas cards are always popular because
they depict the real meaning of Christmas. So, you better
hurry or you may miss out. A packet of 10 cards and
envelopes costs $7.50 including postage. Order now by
contacting us at 03 9592 2777 or office@majellan.org.au

Sign of
things
to come

In today’s gospel, the figure of John
the Baptist bursts onto the scene in
Mathew’s narrative as the herald of
the coming “kingdom of the heaven”
(Matt 3:2). He is described as a
desert-dwelling preacher, a ferocious
religious reformer, with an odd
choice of clothing and a curious taste
for insects and honey.
This image appears incongruous
with the season of Advent and the
coming feast of Christmas; and
is perhaps more suited to Lent or
even Easter, where the desert setting
and the themes of repentance and
the coming kingdom figure more
prominently in the liturgy.
In popular culture, Christmas
is wholeheartedly embraced by
the wider community outside the
Christian communion. It is a time
of family barbecues, present-giving,
cricket on the beach, and cold beers.
Easter, which is a far more significant
and liturgically rich feast, does not
receive the same press or support.
Often it is seen as little more than
an opportunity for an extended

weekend away.
We might wonder why there is
not even the slightest nod to Easter’s
religious significance. Is it because we
are more comfortable with the image
of a new-born Jesus in a warm stable
with cows and sheep than with the
image of crucified and naked Jesus
dying alone on a stark hillside? Or
is it that Christmas more easily lends
itself to a celebration of that great
new secular cult: consumerism?
Christmas is as much a time for
extravagance and credit card debt
as it is for family get-togethers.
So often amidst our rejoicing and
songs commemorating the “choirs
of angels” we forget the enormity
of the occasion, when God became
incarnate to offer us redemption
from sin and death.
Christmas is part and parcel of
the Easter message. The birth of Jesus
only derives real significance from
his ultimate death and resurrection.
For it was only in the light of that
experience that Jesus’ first followers
eventually came to see that Jesus was
God incarnate. His birth in obscurity
was conceived anew as the centrepoint of history. Hence, the story in
Matthew does not shirk from hinting
at the end that awaits this babe and
that of those who fail to heed his
message.
The wise men offer gifts that include
myrrh, an aloe used for anointed
dead bodies (Matt 2:11); a jealous
secular King orders the massacre
of innocents to try prematurely to

